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ABSTRACT: Alliteration is a poetic device that involves the repetition of the same sound or letter 

at the beginning of multiple words in a phrase or line of poetry. This technique has been used in 

poetry for thousands of years, and can be found in many different languages and cultures. While 

alliteration is often associated with English poetry, it is used in many other native languages 

around the world. Alliteration can be found in traditional and contemporary poetry from African, 

Asian, and Native American traditions. 

The use of alliteration in poetry enhances the musicality and meaning of a poem. In English poetry, 

alliteration is often used to create a sense of unity or cohesion within a poem. This is evident in 

the opening lines of Beowulf, where the repeated "g" and "d" sounds create a sense of unity and 

musicality that continues throughout the poem. Similarly, in native languages, alliteration is used 

to create a sense of rhythm and harmony. For example, in a Yoruba poem, the repeated "o" sound 

creates a sense of unity and harmony within the lines. 

Alliteration is a powerful poetic device that draws attention to certain words or phrases, and 

creates a sense of cohesion within a poem. By repeating sounds or letters, poets can enhance the 

musicality and meaning of poetry, and create a sense of unity or harmony. This technique is used 

in poetry across languages and cultures, and is an important part of the artistry of poets 

worldwide. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Alliteration is a literary technique that has been used in poetry for centuries across different 

cultures and languages. It involves the repetition of the same initial consonant or vowel sound in 

closely connected words, and is often used to create musicality, emphasis, and rhythm within a 

poem. The use of alliteration is not limited to the English language, but can be found in many 
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native languages, including Yoruba, Zulu, Swahili, and Navajo, to name a few. The significance of 

alliteration in poetry cannot be overstated. It can evoke a range of emotions and meanings, from 

conveying a sense of unity and cohesion, to emphasizing certain words or phrases, to creating a 

sense of harmony and rhythm. In English poetry, alliteration is often used to create a sense of 

unity or cohesion within a poem. It can help to establish the poem's rhythm and to draw attention 

to the words or phrases that are repeated. 

In native languages, alliteration is often used to create a sense of harmony and rhythm. For 

example, in Yoruba poetry, alliteration is used to create a sense of unity within the lines of a poem. 

The use of alliteration in poetry has been an essential part of literary traditions across the world, 

and continues to be an important literary technique today. 

The purpose of this article is to explore the use of alliteration in English and native languages, and 

to provide an overview of how it is used to achieve different poetic effects. By analysing poems 

from different cultures and time periods, we can gain a greater appreciation of the artistry of 

poets worldwide, and deepen our understanding of how alliteration enhances the musicality and 

meaning of poetry. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

The materials and methods used in this study were essential in the examination of the usage of 

alliteration in poetry across various languages, including the English language and native 

languages. These materials and methods included literary works from famous poets across 

various languages, literary analysis, and comparative studies. 

The literary works analyzed included poems that made extensive use of alliteration, and these 

were identified through a review of literary texts and online resources. The focus was on famous 

poems and poets, including Beowulf, T.S. Eliot, Robert Frost, Black Elk, and many more. These 

poems were chosen because of their widespread recognition and popularity, and their use of 

alliteration was analyzed in detail. 

The literary analysis method used involved a detailed examination of the poems, including an 

analysis of the language, structure, and meaning. The analysis of the language involved identifying 

the use of alliteration and its effect on the overall mood and tone of the poem. The structure of 

the poems was also analyzed to identify any patterns in the use of alliteration. Finally, the meaning 

of the poem was examined, and the role of alliteration in enhancing the overall meaning of the 

poem was identified. 

Comparative studies were also conducted, involving comparing the use of alliteration in different 

languages and examining the similarities and differences in the techniques used. This method was 

crucial in identifying the common features of alliteration across various languages and cultures. 

The comparative studies involved examining the usage of alliteration in various languages, 

including African literature, Native American poetry, and many more. 

The process of conducting comparative studies involved identifying and examining the specific 

examples of alliteration in different languages. The similarities and differences in the techniques 

used were analyzed, including the role of alliteration in creating a musical effect, enhancing the 

beauty of the language, and adding depth and meaning to the words. The materials and methods 

used in this study were crucial in examining the usage of alliteration in poetry across various 
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languages. The use of literary analysis and comparative studies allowed for a detailed examination 

of the use of alliteration and its significance in poetry. Through these materials and methods, we 

were able to identify the power and versatility of alliteration in enhancing the beauty and meaning 

of poetry 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The results of the study show that alliteration is a powerful literary device used in poetry across 

various languages. In English poetry, alliteration is used extensively to create a musical effect, 

enhance the beauty of the language, and add depth and meaning to the words. The study 

identified specific examples of alliteration in famous English poems such as "Beowulf," "The 

Waste Land," and "The Road Not Taken." The use of alliteration in these poems was found to be 

significant in creating the overall mood and tone of the poem, adding depth and meaning to the 

language, and enhancing the beauty of the words. 

Similarly, the results also showed that alliteration is a common feature in native languages, 

particularly in oral poetry. The study examined the use of alliteration in African literature, Native 

American poetry, and other native languages, and found that alliteration is used extensively to 

create a musical effect, enhance the beauty of the language, and add depth and meaning to the 

words. Examples of alliteration in native languages were identified, such as the use of repetition 

of consonants in African literature and the use of sound patterns in Native American poetry. 

The use of alliteration in poetry has been a subject of study for many years, and the findings from 

this study contribute to the existing body of knowledge on the subject. The discussions from this 

study focused on the significance of alliteration in poetry, the similarities and differences in the 

usage of alliteration across various languages and cultures, and the role of alliteration in 

enhancing the overall effect of the poem. One significant finding from this study is the role of 

alliteration in creating a musical effect in poetry. The repetition of consonant sounds in alliteration 

creates a rhythm in the language, making it easier to read and understand. The musical effect of 

alliteration is also important in enhancing the overall beauty of the language, making it more 

enjoyable to read and listen to. 

Another significant finding is the role of alliteration in enhancing the overall meaning of the poem. 

The study identified specific examples of alliteration in famous English and native language 

poems, and the analysis of these poems revealed that alliteration is used to add depth and 

meaning to the words. For example, in T.S. Eliot's "The Waste Land," the use of alliteration creates 

a sense of chaos and confusion, reflecting the overall meaning of the poem. 

Finally, the study also identified similarities and differences in the usage of alliteration across 

various languages and cultures. While the use of alliteration is widespread across different 

languages and cultures, there are variations in the techniques used. For example, in African 

literature, alliteration is used to create a sense of rhythm and repetition, whereas in Native 

American poetry, alliteration is used to reflect the natural world and the sounds of nature. The 

findings from this study show that alliteration is a powerful literary device used in poetry across 

various languages. The use of alliteration is significant in creating a musical effect, enhancing the 

beauty of the language, and adding depth and meaning to the words. By understanding the 
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significance of alliteration, we can gain a deeper appreciation of poetry and the power of 

language. 

 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the poetical usage of alliteration in English and native languages is a subject of study 

that highlights the importance of alliteration as a literary device in poetry. The study reveals that 

alliteration is a powerful tool used by poets to create a musical effect, enhance the beauty of the 

language, and add depth and meaning to the words. The results and discussions from this study 

show that alliteration is a common feature in English and native language poetry, and while there 

are similarities in its usage, there are also variations in the techniques employed across different 

cultures. 

The findings from this study underscore the importance of paying attention to the use of 

alliteration in poetry and the impact it has on the overall effect of the poem. By understanding 

the significance of alliteration, we can gain a deeper appreciation of poetry and its power to move 

us emotionally and intellectually. Therefore, the poetical usage of alliteration in English and native 

languages is a subject of study that has broad implications for the study of literature and 

language, and its importance cannot be overstated. 
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