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ABSTRACT: The main task of the troops of the military district were the development of plans 

for military operations to conquer Turkestan, ist implementation and the completion of thr 

occupation of Central Asia.  In adittion, the troops of the Turkestan military district were 

responsible for maintaining imperial dominance in Bukhara and Khiva, guarding their borders, 

conducting intelligence in neighboring countries for geopolitcal purposes, conducting military-

strategic research in Turkestan and suppressing national liberation movements against 

colonialism. 
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INTRODUCTION 

On July 11, 1867, according to the decree of the Russian emperor Alexander II № 44831, the 

Turkestan governor-general was established which included the Syr-darya and Semirech’e 

regions[1]. The Russian empire felt the need for regular troops in Turkestan in order occupy 

Central Asia completely, keep Kokand, Bukhara and Khiva uder its control, and resist other 

countries’ attacks on Turkestan in the future. With this in mind, according to the order of 

Alexander II № 44844 of July 1867, Turkestan military district was formed by the Imperial 

Military Ministry on the territory of the Governor-general Turkestan[2].  

Its main management system is formed around the General Staff of the Military district, the 

Military district Council and the Turkestan Army Corps.  

 

The main military-administrative departaments of the military district[3]: 
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Army corps department Department of shock troops 

Artillery department Department of military intendant 

Weapons control headquarters Engeenering department 

Dapartment of military medicine Military veterinary department 

Special military topography depart. Military district court 

 

In Turkestan, military power is concentrated in the hands of the Commander-in-chief of the 

military district and the chief of staff of the district. The first Commander-in-chief of the military 

district was general-adjutant Konstantin Petrovich von Kaufman (1867-1882) and the first chief 

of staff of the district major-general Viktor Deziderevich Dandeville (1867-1871). 

The Commander-in-chief of the military district received and average salary of 30,000-35,000 

rubles a year. In the military district of Central Russia this amount averages 8,000 rubles[4]. 

The Commander-in-chiefs of the Turkestan military district: 

1 1867-1882 yy. K.P fon Kaufman 8 1905-1906 yy. D.I.Subbotich 

2 1882-1884 yy. M.G.Chernyayev 9 1906-1908 yy.  N.I.Grodekov 

3 1884-1889 yy. N.O. fon Rozenbax 10 1908-1909 yy.  P.I.Mishchenko 

4 1889-1898 yy. A.B.Vrevskiy 11 1909-1914 yy. A.V.Samsonov 

5 1898-1901 yy. S.M.Duxovskiy 12 1904-1916 yy. F.V.Martson 

6 1901-1904 yy. N.A.Ivanov 12 1916 y. M.R.Yerofeyev 

7 1904-1905 yy. N.N.Tevyashev 14 1916-1917 yy. A.N.Kuropatkin 

 

Infantry, cavalry (cossack), artillery, engineering (sapper), railway and river-naval units served in 

Turkestan military district.  

Infantry. The main group of Russian troops in Turkestan were infantry. There were “line” 

(lineiny) and “rifle” (strelkovy) types of infantry in Turkestan. The infatry is organized into 

military units in the form of “platoon-company-battalion-regiment-brigade”. In the Turkestan 

military district at the beginning of XX century 1 brigade consisted of 4 regiments, the regiment 

consisted of 2 rifle battalions, the battalions consisted of 4 companies and the company 

consisted of 4-5 platoons. The company consisted of up to 168 ordinary soldiers and yefreitor 

(corporals) without unter officersin the border military district (including Turkestan). During the 

war, the contingent was increased to 226 men – 4 officer, 20 unter officer, 202 ordinary soldiers 

and corporals[5].  
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12 Turkestan line battalions were formed on the basis of the 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9th Orenburg and 

1,3,6th Western Siberian battalions in 1867[6]. In 1875 13,14,15th line battalions, in 1877 16,17th 

line battalions, in 1882 18,19,20th line battalions were formed. Line battalions consisted of 4 lines 

and 1 rifle companies until the early 1880s. 1st, 2nd, 3rd Turkestan rifle battalions were formed in 

4 companial formations on the basis of the battalions of the Orenburg military district in 1867-

1870[7]. On Septeber 8, 1870, by order of the Minister of War № 1727, 1st Turkestan rifle brigade 

was formed on the basis of the 1st, 2nd, 3rd Turkestan and 18th Orenburg rifle battalions[8]. 

Cavalry. Cossacks (soldiers guarding the imperial borders) were used as cavalry in Turkestan. 

Cossacks from Orenburg, Ural, Siberia, Semirech’e, Kuban and Astrakhan served in the 

Turkestan military district in different years.  

The Cossacks were divided into “sotnia-regiment-brigade-division”. The “sotnia” consisted of 

120 cossacks in peacetime and 135 in wartime: 1 vakhmistr, 4 platoon uriadniks, 8 smoll uriadniks, 

1 trupet player, 1 paramedic, 120 cossacks[9]. At the time military district was formed, there 

were 30 cossack “sotnia” in Turkestan[10]. One cossack regiment was formed out of 6 sotnia 

(810 cossacks). In addition to the cossacks, the cossack regiment also included up to 25 officers, 

2-3 doctors, 2-3 military officials and a regimental priest. Teams of machine gunners and cavalry 

sappers were also formed in the cossacks division[11]. 

Artillery. In the Turkestan military district, artillery troops were formed on the basis filed and 

fortress artillery units. Field artillery divided into 2 types: cavalry and infantry artillery batteries. 

The 1st Turkestan artillery brigade was established on the basis of the Orenburg artillery 

brigade[12]. 

Engineering units. Attention was also paid to the formation of the engineering troops in military 

district. On July 13, 1867, the Turestan sapper company was formed on the basis of the 1st 

Orenburg sapper company[13]. Colonel Schleifer was appointed commander of the engineering 

troops. When the scale of military engineering work expanded, the number of sapper 

companies increased to two in 1880. A semi-battalion of Turkestan sappers was formed on the 

basis of captain Vamelkin’s 1st sapper company (248 men) and captain Borisov’s 2nd sapper 

company (234 men)[14]. The Turkestan heliograph-telegraph military units, consisting of 2 

sapper officers, 2 unter officer and 18 telegraphers, led by lieutenant Grebner was formed in the 

Turkestan sapper semi-battalion[15].  
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Flotlia. At the initiative of captain Butakov, tha Aral fleet (1853-1883) was established in 1853. 

“Perovsky”, “Syrdarya”, “Aral”, “Samarkand”, “Tashkent” steamships and the “Obruchyov” 

barge (a little small warship) began to move[16]. The “Samarkand” was built at Kokreil factory in 

Belgium, “Perovsky”, “Obruchyov” at Mutal in Sweden, “Aral”, “Syrdarya” in Windsor, England 

and “Tashkent” at Kamsko-Votkinsk factory in Russia[17]. 

The Amudarya fleet (1887-1918) was established to strengthen the southern borders of 

Turkestan. The naval port of the flotlia was in Chardjou. The ships of the flotlia went from Petro-

Aleksandrovsky to Termez. The Amudarya fleet included steamships “Sar”, “Saritsa”, 

“Sarevich”, “Veliky Knyaz”, “Velikaya knyajna Olga” and “Emperor Nicholas II”[18]. At the 

beginning of the 20th century, the fleet consisted of 6 steamships, 2 steamboats, 13 barges[19]. 

Russian troops in Turkestan were divided into four groups according to their military rank 

[20],[21]: 

  

Military rank № Piyoda qo’shinlar Kazak qo’shinlari 

1
st
 s

te
p

  

ordinary soldier 

and unter officers 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1. ordinary soldier 

2.yefreitor (corporal)  

3.smoll unter-ofitser 

4.elder unter-ofitser 

5.feldfebel 

6.podpraposhik 

сossack 

 

smoll uriadnik 

elder uryadnik 

vakhmistr 

 

2
n

d
 s

te
p

  

 

Ober oficcers 

 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

7.praporshik 

8.second lieutenant 

9.lieutenant (poruchik) 

10.staff captain 

11.captain  

 

cornet 

sotnik 

podisaul 

yesaul 

3
rd

  Staff officers 12 

13 

12.lieutenant colonel  

13.colonel 

military foreman 

 

  
  
 4

th
  

        

 

Generals’ rank   

14 

15 

16 

14. major general 

15. lieutenant general 

16.infantry general 

major general 

lieutenant general 

cavalry general 

 

At the time of the formation of the military district, most of the troops were located in the 

Syrdarya region. As of January 1868, the total number of infantry and engineering troops (9 
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lines, 1 rifle battalions and 1 sapper company) in the Syrdarya region was 10,560 men[22]. The 

Cossack army on the Syrdarya consisted of 2096 Orenburg cossacks, 870 Ural cossacks and 1078 

Orenburg infantry cossacks[23]. The main part of these military units: 10 companies, 3 sotnia, 12 

artilleries in Yangikurgan fortress, 5 companies, 7 sotnia, 6 artilleries in Jizzakh, 10 companies, 1 

sotnia, 10 artillery in Khujand and 8 companies, 2 sotnia, 12 artillery in tashkent were placed[24]. 

After the occupation of part of the Bukhara emirate in 1868, some military units in the Syrdarya 

region were located in Zarafshan district. 

Infantry units located in Syrdarya region and Zarafshan district (January 1869)[25] 
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1
st
 line bat. 29 30 1115 915 lieut. colon. Genrix Shandler 

2
nd

 line bat. 29 31 1115 765 lieut. colon. Avenir Pyatnitskiy 

3
rd

 line bat. 29 27 1115 891  

4
th

 line bat. 29 31 1115 966 lieut. colon. Aleksandr Gennings 

5
th

 line bat. 29 29 1115 851  

6
th

 line bat. 29 28 1115 859 colonel  Fridrix fon Shtepmel 

7
th

 line bat. 29 28 1115 932  

8
th

 line bat. 29 26 1115 1015  

9
th

 line bat. 29 30 1115 914 lieut. colon. Vasiliy Sokovnin 

1
st
 rifle bat. 26 31 887 795  

2
nd

 rifle bat. 26 21 906 827 lieut. colon.   Leonard Veymar 

T. sapper com. 6 6 271 224  

That’s all 319 324 12099 9954  

 

Cossack troops stationed in the Syrdarya region (January 1869[26] 

  Officers Cossacks   Officers Coss. 
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1-sotnia 

2-sotnia 

3-sotnia 

4-sotnia 

5-sotnia 

6-sotnia 

7-sotnia 

8-sotnia 

9-sotnia 

10-sotnia 

11-sotnia 

12-sotnia 

13-sotnia 

14-sotnia 

15-sotnia 

16-sotnia 

17-sotnia 

18-sotnia 

19-sotnia 

5 

2 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

1 

4 

2 

2 

3 

3 

2 

2 

4 

3 

1 

118 

112 

111 

146 

128 

125 

113 

133 

137 

127 

? 

134 

136 

124 

139 

144 

144 

145 

138 

O
re
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b
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ss
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s 

20-sotnia 

21-sotnia  

22-sotnia  

23-sotnia  

24-sotnia  

2 

3 

3 

3 

3 

139 

145 

145 

143 

145 

U
ra

l 
co

ss
a

ck
s 

 

1-sotnia 

2-sotnia 

3-sotnia 

4-sotnia 

5-half sotnia 

6-sotnia 

7-half sotnia 

8-sotnia 

9-sotnia 

10-sotnia 

11-sotnia 

3 

4 

3 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

133 

140 

133 

122 

71 

136 

61 

73 

145 

145 

144 

1-Oren. infantry.bat. 

6-Oren. infantry.bat. 

7-Oren. infantry.bat 

18 

5 

19 

1014 

1061 

1091 

That’s all 139 7859 

 

In January 1869, the Syrdarya region had a total of 17151 soldiers and 355 officers in the anfantry, 

cavalry and The Aral fleet. Infantry – 258 officers and 12138 odrinary soldiers, cavalry – 89 

officers and 4693 cossacks, the Aral fleet – 8 officers and 320 soldiers[27]. 

There were 10,11,12th Turkestan line battalions and 1,2nd Semirech’e cossack regiments, 2nd 

Turkestan artillery brigade, Verniy fortress artillery in Semirech’e region in 1867-1870. By order of 

emperor Alexander II №44845[28]  and Minister of War №251 [29], two regiments of the 

Semirech’e cossack troops were formed on the basis of the 9th and 10th Siberian cossack 

regiments. There were 7832 cossack in 1868[30] and 10649 cossack men in 1869[31] in 

Semirech’e. The Semirech’e cossack army consisted of 1367 men in 1870: 1 staff officer, 15 ober 

officers, 72 uriadniks, 7 trumpeters and 1272 ordinary cossacks[32]. The commander-in-chief of 

the Turkestan Military district was the commander of the Semirech’e cossack troops.  

The Turkestan artillery troops consisted of 2839 men: 16 staff officers, 49 ober officers, 18 

officials  and 2756 lower-ranking military personnal in 1870[33]. The main artilley units were the 
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Turkestan artillery brigade (3 batteries: 690 men), the Verniy, Shimkent, Perovsky and Chinaz 

fortress artillery companies (657 men), 1st, 2nd Siberian cavalry mountain artillery batteries, the 

Tashkent artillery team, 2nd Orenburg cavalry artillery battery (482 cossacks), the 1st division of 

the 3rd Orenburg cavalry artillery battery[34].  

CONCLUSION 

During the 19th century the Russian empire waged large-scale wars of conquest in Turkestan. 

Russia made a militarized colonial system in the occupied territories. The military district was the 

basic of the system colonial rule in Turkestan. The military district was formed to need a regular 

army to completely occupy the country and keep the the Bukhara emirate, Khiva khanate under 

its control. The military district supported the Russian colonial system in Turkestan for 50 years.  
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